Classis of North Grand Rapids Meeting Minutes
Special Session
Third Reformed Church
May 20, 2025

Opening:

Peter TeWinkle led a remembrance of the Rev. Doug Kiel. Jess Schults offered a prayer of gratitude for
Doug’s ministry and care for his family. The gathered community sang The Doxology in his honor.

Worship led by

Peter TeWinkle led the call to worship and gave a meditation based on Colossians 1. James Earley and
Andrea Baas led singing of Teach Us Your Ways.

Business Meeting Called to Order by Peter TeWinkle, Vice President at 7:12 PM noting that our

President Katie Musick-Reynhout as absent due to illness.

Roll Call (completed by signature)

A — Excused Absence

U — Unexcused Absence

Church Clergy Elder Elder
Pierce, Steven Elzinga, Tim
Central Reformed Shults, Matt VanderLaan, Burt (Finance Chair)
City Chapel (Unorganized) Radcliffe, Ron Jim Benison (Ex Officio)

The Branch DeBlaay, Chris (A) (V)
The Community - Ada Norden, Mara Joy Reynhout, K?X? Musick- (P)
Greenwood Reformed Vacant DeYoung, Phil Shadley, Mark
Oakview Community Church Wilkinson Jr., Peter Shewman, Errol
Resurrection Reformed Vacant
Richmond Reformed Delger, John Quakenbush, Edward

Servant’s Community

Earley, James

McCoy, Kearsten

Reppart, Kurt

Standale Lake, Kyle Cline, Lin
Third Reformed Petersen, Jeff (A) Schollaart, Ron
- Bruins, Ben
Trinity Reformed Bruins, Sarah Koopman, Jan
Specialized Ministers
Baas, Andra Baas, Nick Bieber, Ken (A) Blankespoor, Jay (A)
Boote, Nancy Buist, Kelly Curran, Jennifer Holmes Feenstra, Julie DeGraaf

Feenstra, Ron Heys, Rebecca Jordan Kiel, Kristi Koster, Deb
Koster, Steve Landt, Ryan (U) Luchies, Stever Meyer, Kristen
Meyer, Lisa (A) Molhoek, Cheryl Norden, Billy Osborne, Laura (A)

Postma, Matt (A)

Pratt, Phil

Radcliffe, Annalise (A)

Riekse, Rebecca
Stegeman

Rodeheaver-Van Gelder, Adam
(A)

Rozeboom, Sue (A)

Saylor, Robyn

Schmidt, Nathaniel

Schrieber, Ryan

Schreiber, Sarah (A)

Shults, Jessica

Smith, Kathy

Stroobosscher, Heather (A)

TeWinkle, Peter

Tjapkes, Becky

Troost, Anne
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Van Harn, Karl (A) Van Tongeren, Ellen (A) Vander Haagen, Elizabeth Vander Woude, David (A)
(A)
Veldt, David (A) Wiseman, Les (A) Workman, Rhonda Zwiers, Bradly
Ministers Without Charge
Bogerd, Eric (U) Branch, Eric (U) Kooyman, Kate Tice, Jonathan (A)
Westerbeek, Christopher (U)
Inactive
Daley, Andre | | |
Associates In Ministry, Commissioned Pastor
Brown, Willa | | Werkema, George |
Retired Ministers
Robrahn, Ralph | Leunk, Thea | Mulder, Al | Kelderman, Duane
Guests
Dane, Bob DeWard, Andrea DeWard, Nate * Deborger (?)
Ford, Richard (?) Livingston, Noah Loper, Jessica McLaughlin, David
McLaughlin, Marilyn Peters, Nancy Pratt, Bud Schenkel, Amy
Stohrer, Dan VanLonkhuyzen, Lisa Zwart, Mary
Welcome

All first-time visitors were recognized.

Receive by transfer the Revs. Andrea and Nathan DeWard, Bud Pratt, Daniel Stohrer. Each briefly introduced
themselves and gave a description of their ministries.

Motion made, supported, and passed to receive the Revs. Andrea and Nathan DeWard and Bud Pratt from
Great Lakes City Classis and Daniel Stohrer, Southwest Michigan Classis.

Each read and signed the Declaration for Minister of Word and Sacrament. Cheryl Molhoek offered a
prayer of thanksgiving and petitions for their ministries.

Approval of the Agenda

Motion made, supported, and passed to approve the agenda as presented.

Executive Committee

Recommendation to receive Covenant Community and Second Reformed Churches as transferring churches
from Muskegon Classis and Southwest Michigan Classis respectively. Rev. Lisa VanLonkhuyzen gave an
overview of Covenant; Rev. Louis Ford did the same for Second. A Classis vote will be conducted in June
after the Executive Committee completes its due diligence. The Regional Synod transferred these churches at
the May meeting while the due diligence was incomplete and set an effective date of July 1, 2025.

Congregational Care Committee

Mara Nordan and Jessica Schults gave a report on the status of Resurrection Reformed Church. It is expected
that the consistory will request supersession and disbanding of the congregation. This will take place in June
and because the decision is unanimous the Classis will proceed with an email vote. The closing service is
planned for June 29, 2025.
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Stated Clerk Business

Announcements/Reminders

1. How many will attend dinners in the future? In the past we planned 50-60 for dinner. Tonight, we had over
100. This number, if it continues, changes what some churches can accommodate and certainly the food
budget. By show of hands it is estimated that 50-60 will attend.

Student Care Committee

Recommendation to take under care Jessica Loper by transfer from the former Southwest Michigan Classis.
Jessica described her call to ministry and goals for her future in disability ministry.

The body passed the recommendation to receive Jessica under the care of Classis. The body read with her
the Liturgy for taking a student under care.

Amanda Benckhuysen offered a prayer for Jessica’s study.

Particularia
The Stated Clerk thanked Third Reformed for hosting the meeting.

Resolutions

Motion made, supported, and passed to approve the following requests for an excused absence: Ken Bieber,
Jay Blankespoor, Chris DeBlaay, Lisa Meyer, Katie Musick-Reynhout, Matt Postma, Jeffrey Petersen, Laura
Osborne, Annalise Radcliffe, Adam Rodeheaver-Van Gelder, Sue Rozebom, Sarah Schreiber, Heather
Strooboscher, Elizabeth Vander Haagen, David Vander Woude, David Veldt, Les Wiseman, and Jonathan
Tice.

Examination of Transferring Ministers

The Classis has been petitioned by 29 ministers of the Christian Reformed Church to become ministers of
Word and Sacrament in the Reformed Church in America. These ministers have met the criteria established
by the Classis to adhere to the integrity of the Book of Church Order for receiving ministers from other
denominations. This included submission of documents, attestation of good standing in their previous
denomination, and interviews with Classis members and delegates.

The following were introduced to the full Classis and answered any questions posed to them. These are the
Revs. Lyle Bierma, Kristy Bootsma, Joyce Borger, Doug Bouws, Ruth Boven, Nate Bradford, Cindy de Jong,
John DeBoer, Nathan and Samantha DeJong-McCarron, Erika Dekker, Joel DeMoor, Katherine Hirschberg,
Tony Holmes Curran, Mike Hoogeboom, Kelsi Jones, Carl Kammeraad, Jack Kooreman, Ruth Lemmen, Doug
MacLoed, Kyle Meyaard Schaap, Katrina Schaafsma, Jim Stoel, Norm Thomasma, Bob Uken, Ep vander
Berg, Duane VanderBrug, Sarah VerMerris, Joanna Wigboldy.

Motion made, supported, and approved to enter Executive Session for the purpose of acting on these requests
for membership in the RCA.

Requesting ministers and guests were asked to leave the session.
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Executive Session

Members and Delegates were informed that the Classis standard for sustaining or remanding an examination
is determined by the gathered body conducting the examinations rather than using a rigid standard set by the
Classis. As such, the Classis in its wisdom, may remand one or more exams for re-examination at a date set
by the Classis.

Motion made, supported, and passed to sustain the exams and receive as ministers of Word and Sacrament in
the Reformed Church in America the Revs. Lyle Bierman, Kristy Bootsma, Joyce Borger, Doug Bouws, Ruth
Boven, Nate Bradford, Cindy de Jong, John DeBoer, Nathan and Samantha DeJong-McCarron, Erika Dekker,
Joel DeMoor, Katherine Hirschberg, Tony Holmes Curran, Mike Hoogeboom, Kelsi Jones, Carl Kammeraad,
Jack Kooreman, Ruth Lemmen, Doug MacLoed, Kyle Meyaard Schaap, Katrina Schaafsma, Jim Stoel, Norm
Thomasma, Bob Uken, Ep vander Berg, Duane VanderBrug, Sarah VerMerris, Joanna Wigboldy.

Motion made, supported, and passed to end Executive Session and invite the new members and guests to
return to the session.

Reading and Signing of the Declaration for Ministers of Word and Sacrament

Each new Reformed Church in America minister read and signed the Declaration for Ministers of Word and
Sacrament.

Vice President TeWinkle offered a prayer of thanksgiving for these ministers and asked for a blessing on their
membership in the Classis.

Communion

Sarah Van Zetten Bruins, assisted by other ministers, administered the sacrament.

Closing

Cheryl Molhoek and Ep vanderBerg shared remembrances of Nola joining the Classis and as a colleague. Ep
stated that although Nola was a “broken vessel” due health issues she was an effective minister throughout her
time of disability. Nola ministered to refuges from many nations in Grand Rapids through Church of the
Servant. The body sang The Doxology in praise for her service.

Motion made, supported, and passed to close the meeting.
Closing Prayer by Peter TeWinkle.
Next Classis Meetings

Executive Committee Meetings: Third Tuesday of the Month except January, March, and September. 11:30
AM, Third Reformed Church

September 16, 2025; Trinity Reformed Church, Dinner 5:30 PM, session 6:30 PM.
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Katie Musick-Reynhout, President Robert J Teitsma, Stated Clerk
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