Classis of North Grand Rapids Meeting Minutes
Stated Session

The Community - Ada
February 18, 2025

Opening: Worship led by Mara Norden. Isaiah 43: 16, 18, 19 and a brief meditation. She offered a prayer
reflecting on the current situations of incoming ministers and churches.

Business Meeting Called to Order by Katie Musick-Reynhout, President at 6:40 PM

Roll Call (completed by signature)

A — Excused Absence U — Unexcused Absence

Church Clergy Elder Elder

Pierce, Steven (A) Elzinga, Tim

Central Reformed Shults. Matt VanderLaan, Burt (Fina%ce Chair)

City Chapel Radcliffe, Ron

The Branch DeBlaay, Chris (V)

The Community - Ada Norden, Mara Joy Reynhout, Katie Musick- (VP)

Greenwood Reformed N/A N/A

Oakview Community Wilkinson, Peter Erroll Shewman

Church

, . Earley, James Elizabeth Rogers Drouillard

Servant’s Community
McCoy, Kearsten

Resurrection Reformed Kiel, Doug (A)

Richmond Reformed Delger, John Quakenbush, Edward

Standale Lake, Kyle Cline, Lin

Third Reformed Petersen, Jeff Breukink, Kirk
Bruins, Ben

Trinity Reformed Koopman, Jan

Bruins, Sarah (A)

Specialized Ministers

Baas, Andrea Baas, Nick Bieber, Ken Blankespoor, Jay
Boote, Nancy Buist, Kelly Curran, Jennifer Holmes Feenstra, Julie DeGraaf
Heys, Rebecca Jordan Kiel, Kristi (A) Koster, Deb Koster, Steve
Landt, Ryan (A) Luchies, Stever Meyer, Kristen Meyer, Lisa
Molhoek, Cheryl Norden, Billy Postma, Matt Pratt, Phil
Radcliffe, Annalise Riekse, Rebecca Stegeman | Rodeheaver-Van Gelder, Rozeboom, Sue
Adam
Saylor, Robyn (A) Schmidt, Nathaniel Schrieber, Ryan Schreiber, Sarah
Shults, Jessica Smith, Kathy Stroobosscher, Heather TeWinkle, Peter
Tjapkes, Becky Troost, Anne Van Harn, Karl Van Tongeren, Ellen
Vander Haagen, Elizabeth | Vander Woude, David (A) Veldt, David Wiseman, Les
Workman, Rhonda Zwiers, Bradly
Ministers Without Charge
Benckhuysen, Amanda Eric Bogerd (A) Branch, Eric (U) Kooyman, Kate
Schoon, Chris Tice, Jonathan (A) Westerbeek, Christopher (U)
Inactive
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Associates In Ministry, Commissioned Pastor
Brown, Willa A) | | Werkema, George (U) |
Retired Ministers
Lou Lotz (A) | David Mayer | Ralph Robrahn (A) |
Guests
Doug Bouws Mark Deckinga Katherine Herschberg Jim and Alice Homan
Jennifer Petersen Greg Plyler Mark Schadley David Sieplinga
(Demitted)
Katrina Schaafsma Lydia Schmidt Christina Tazelaar Greg VanderMolen
Thomas Vander Ploege

Welcome

Katie opened with a welcome to CRC ministers, new Classis members Kyle Lake and Peter Wilkinson, Ron
and Annalise Radcliffe and representatives of Greenwood Reformed Church.

Approval of the Agenda
Motion made, supported, and passed to approve the agenda as presented.

Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes

Motion made, supported, and passed to accept the minutes of September 17. 2024; October 20, 2024;
November 11, 2024; November 17, 2024; and January 12, 2025.

Appointment of Tellers

Tellers were appointed from Third and Trinity.
Committee and Council Reports

Executive Committee

The President highlighted portions of the report and stated that all recommendations would be handled as part
of the Stated Clerk Business.

Overtures and Judicial Business Committee

Matt Shults presented the report and suggestions regarding the proposed changes to the Book of Church
Order. The Tellers collected and counted the ballots and reported the following results.

Results:
1. Amendments to Preamble of the Book of Church Order (affects BCO Preamble) Yes 33 No 3

2. Revisions to the Responsibilities of the Classis (affects BCO Chapter 1, Part Il, Article 2, Section 1) Yes 33
No 3

Explanation of Points of Doctrine (affects BCO Chapter 1, Part |, Article 2, Section 11f) Yes 28 No 8

3

4. Minister Serving as Mentor (affects BCO Chapter 1, Part Il, Article 15, Section 5) Yes 27 No 9

5. Preparation for Commissioning (affects BCO Chapter 1, Part 2, Article 17, Section 2) Yes 27 No 9
6

. Additional Elder Delegate to Classis (affects BCO Chapter 1, Part Il, Article 3, Section 1b) Yes 36 No 0
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7. Union Churches (affects BCO Chapter 1, Part |, Article 7) Yes 36 No 0
8. Elder as Supervisor of Consistory (affects BCO Chapter 1, Part I, Article 7, Section 3) Yes 29 No 7

9. Creation of One Level of Government between the Consistory and the General Synod, and New Form of
Judicial Bodies (affects numerous sections of the BCO) Yes 36 No 0

10. Global Amendment Replacing Classis with Middle Assembly (affects numerous sections of the BCO) Yes
17 No 19

Specialized Ministry Committee

The Specialized Ministry Committee highlighted portions of its report and the recommendation to receive the
Revs. Annalise and Ron Radcliffe will be voted upon during the Stated Clerks Busines.

Motion made, supported, and passed to receive the Revs. Annalise and Ron Radcliffe upon transfer from
Great Lakes City Classis.

Annalise and Ron read and signed the Declaration for Minister of Word and Sacrament. Cheryl Molhoek
offered a prayer of blessing in their ministries and membership in the Classis.

Student Care Committee

The Committee recommends that the Classis take Evie Dykhouse, student at Calvin Seminary, under care.
James introduced Evie who gave an accounting of her call to ministry.

Motion made, supported, and approved to take Evie Dykhouse under care and the Classis joined her in
reading the Liturgy for taking a student under care.

Rev. Mara Norden offered a prayer of thanksgiving and blessing on Evie during her seminary training.
Stated Clerk Business

Announcements/Reminders
Consistorial Reports must be completed by March 1, 2025; 10 days from today.
2024 Constitutional Inquiries results were included in the agenda package and included with these minutes.

2024 Annual changes to the Classis were included in the agenda package and included with these minutes.

Receive by Transfer the unorganized City Chapel

Motion made, supported, and passed to receive the unorganized City Chapel upon transfer from Great Lakes
City Classis.

Approve the Request of Greenwood Church, Kalamazoo, to become a member of North Grand Rapids
Classis.

Mark Shadley, Vice President of the Greenwood church introduced himself and Greenwood Church.

Motion made, supported, and approved to ratify the Executive Committee’s vote to receive the Greenwood
Reformed Church, Kalamazoo, on transfer from Southwest Michigan Classis pending final approval by the
Regional Synod of the Great Lakes at its May 5, 2025 meeting.
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Demission request by Rev. Jennifer Petersen
Rev. Jennifer Petersen requests demission from ministry effective at the conclusion of the meeting.

Motion made, supported, and passed to grant demission without cause to Jennifer Petersen effective February
18, 2025.

Particularia

The President thanked The Community — Ada for hosting the meeting.

Resolutions

Motion made, supported, and passed to excuse the absences Eric Bogerd, Willa Brown, Sarah Bruins, Bill
Fennema, Doug Kiel, Kristi Kiel, Elder from Resurrection, Ryan Landt, Lou Lotz, Steve Pierce, Ralph Robrahn,
Jonathan Tice, Dave Vander Woude.

Examination of Transferring Ministers

The Classis has been petitioned by 33 ministers of the Christian Reformed Church to become ministers of
Word and Sacrament in the Reformed Church in America. These ministers have met the criteria established
by the Classis to adhere to the integrity of the Book of Church Order for receiving ministers from other
denominations. This included submission of documents, attestation of good standing in their previous
denomination, and interviews with Classis members and delegates.

The following were introduced to the full Classis and answered any questions posed to them. These are the
Revs. Amanda Benckhuysen, Ken Bieber, Jay Blankespoor, Kelly Buist, Randy Buursma, Phillip De Jonge,
David Deters, Julie DeGraff Feenstra, Ronald Feenstra, Rebecca Jordan Heys, Duane Kelderman, Deb
Koster, Steven Koster, Sheri Leisman, Thea Leunk, Lisa Meyer, Al Mulder, Matt Postma, Adam Rodeheaver-
Van Gelder, Sue Rozeboom, Nathaniel Schmidt, Chris Schoon, Heather Stroosbosscher, Ryan Schrieber,
Sarah Schrieber, Kathy Smith, Becky Tjapkes, Karl Van Harn, Ellen Van Tongeren, Elizabeth Vander Haagen,
Len Vander Zee, Rhonda Workman, and Brad Zwiers.

Motion made, supported, and approved to enter Executive Session for the purpose of acting on these requests
for membership in the RCA.

Requesting ministers and guests were asked to leave the session.

Executive Session

Members and Delegates were informed that the Classis standard for sustaining or remanding an examination
is determined by the gathered body conducting the examinations rather than using a rigid standard set by the
Classis. As such, the Classis in its wisdom, may remand one or more exams for re-examination at a date set
by the Classis.

Motion made, supported, and passed to sustain the exams and receive as ministers of Word and Sacrament in
the Reformed Church in America the Revs. Amanda Benckhuysen, Ken Bieber, Jay Blankespoor, Kelly Buist,
Randy Buursma, Phillip De Jonge, David Deters, Julie DeGraff Feenstra, Ronald Feenstra, Rebecca Jordan
Heys, Duane Kelderman, Deb Koster, Steven Koster, Sheri Leisman, Thea Leunk, Lisa Meyer, Al Mulder, Matt
Postma, Adam Rodeheaver-Van Gelder, Sue Rozeboom, Nathaniel Schmidt, Chris Schoon, Becky Tjapkes,
Karl Van Harn, Ellen Van Tongeren, Elizabeth Vander Haagen, Len Vander Zee, Rhonda Workman, and Brad
Zwiers.

Motion made, supported, and passed to end Executive Session and invite the new members and guests to
return to the session.
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Reading and Signing of the Declaration for Ministers of Word and Sacrament

Each new Reformed Church in America minister read and signed the Declaration for Ministers of Word and
Sacrament.

Sue Rozeboom thanked the Stated Clerk with a monetary gift in appreciation. She also thanked the Classis for
its hospitality in accepting them.

We all, and the churches we represent, owe you all a profound expression of gratitude. This has not been an
easy season for us in the CRC, and you yourselves are only just barely getting beyond a season that has been
divisive and difficult for you. Given this, that you would be inclined to be present to us is one thing, but then
that you would expand your capacity to be present to us — by holding extra meetings and figuring out how to
fulfill the Constitution’s expectations fully but nimbly given our number — well, that’s quite another thing; and for
such ecclesial kindness and hospitality, words rather fail.

What we're experiencing historically is both remarkable and, well, weird. Only the Holy Spirit could make this
stuff up: Ministers of a denomination that split from your august and historic ecclesial body are now making a
return. In light of this, may we all of us remember that these tables that we gather around — these tables where
we eat meals and take up meeting agendas — these tables are extensions of the Lord’s Table. So in our
conversations and our deliberations may we always move toward the unity of fellowship sealed to us at the
Lord’s Table; and may our final longing be as is prayed at the Lord’s Table: As grain has been gathered from
many fields into one loaf, and grapes from many hills into one cup, grant, O Lord, that your church may soon
be gathered from the ends of the earth into your kingdom. For the meantime, may we pray with one another
(not against one another, as it were; but with one another), Maranatha! Come, Lord Jesus! We love Christ
Jesus, and we love the body of Christ, the church. That we might retain our baptismal vocation as Ministers of
Word and Sacrament, thank you for making room for us in the Classis of North Grand Rapids.

Communion

Mara Norden, assisted by several incoming ministers and elder from The Community — Ada administered the
sacrament. During the passing of the elements members began spontaneous singing of Holy, Holy, Holy and
Great is Thy Faithfulness.

Closing

Motion made, supported, and passed to close the meeting.
Closing Prayer by Katie Musick-Reynhout.

Next Classis Meetings

Executive Committee Meetings: Third Tuesday of the Month except January, March, and September. 11:30
AM, Third Reformed Church

Stated Sessions: May 20, 2025; Transfer Exams Third Reformed Church, Dinner 5:30 PM, session 6:30 PM
September 16, 2025; Trinity Reformed Church, Dinner 5:30 PM, session 6:30 PM.

s ooy pi— At Oitoma

Katie Musick-Reynhout, President Robert J Teitsma, Stated Clerk

North Grand Rapids Classis Meeting Minutes Page - 5 —
February 18, 2025



Classis of North Grand Rapids Meeting Minutes

Stated Session
Servant’s Community
September 17, 2024

Opening: Worship led by Nick Loubert, student under care

Business Meeting Called to Order by Ben Bruins, President at 6:50 PM

Roll Call (completed by signature)

A — Excused Absence

U — Unexcused Absence

Church Clergy Elder Elder
Steven Pierce Tim Elzinga (Finance
Central Reformed Matt Shults (MUC) Burt VanderLaan (A) Chair)

Oakview Community Church Vacant Jerry DeRuiter (U) Jayne Dykema (U)
Resurrection Reformed Doug Kiel (V)
Richmond Reformed John Delger Edward Quakenbush

Servant’s Community

James Earley

Kearsten McCoy

Elizabeth Rogers Drouillard

Standale Vacant Lin Cline Deb Webster
The Branch Chris DeBlaay (V)
The Community - Ada Mara Joy Norden Katie Musick-Reynhout (VP)
Third Reformed Jeff Petersen (A) Ron Schollaart
- Ben Bruins
Trinity Reformed Sarah Bruins Jan Koopman (A)
Specialized Ministers/Ministers Without Charge/lnactive
Nancy Boote (A) Jennifer Holmes Curran Anne Elzinga Kristi Kiel (U)
(A)
Ryan Landt (U) Steve Luchies Kristen Meyer Cheryl Molhoek
Billy Norden Phil Pratt Rebecca Stegeman Riekse Robyn Saylor
(A)
Jessica Shults Peter TeWinkle Dave Vander Woude (A) David Veldt (A)
Les Wiseman (A)
Eric Bogerd Eric Branch Rachel Bush Kate Kooyman

Jennifer Petersen

Jonathan Tice (A)

Christopher Westerbeek

Aaron Wetzel

Andre Daley (U)

Retired Ministers

Ralph Robrahn

Associates In Ministry, Commissioned Pastor

Willa Brown (A)

George Werkema (U)

Guests
David Vandonkumberg Nick Baas Andrea Baas Elizabeth Vander Haagen
Jay Blankespoor Rebecca Jordan Heyes Joel DeMoor Tom Grabill
Lisa VanLonkhuyzen
North Grand Rapids Classis Meeting Minutes Page - 1 -

September 17, 2024




Welcome

Rev. Chris DeBlaay from The Branch (Rev. DeBlaay read and signed the Declaration for Ministers of Word and
Sacrament;

David Vandonkumburg, MDiv graduate of Calvin Theological Seminary; candidate for ordination in the RCA.
Nick and Andrea Baas transfer candidates from the Christian Reformed Church who are serving as specialized
ministers.

Elizabeth Vander Haagen and Jay Blankespoor from Boston Square CRC; Rebecca Jordan Heyes, Calvin
CRC; and Joel DeMoor, Neland Ave CRC.

Greetings from the Regional Synod Executive Director Tom Grabill. He explained the restructuring process
and the Classis to evaluate its mission and future. He outlined the plan for gathering information from
churches and classes. He also committed to NGRC becoming a middle assembly.

Approval of the Agenda
Motion made, supported, and passed to approve the agenda as presented.

Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes

Motion made, supported, and passed to accept the minutes of the January 23, 2024; Email Vote, February 27,
2024; March 18, 2024, May 21, 2024, and September 15, 2024.

Appoint Tellers

Tellers were appointed from Standale and The Community - Ada.
Committee and Council Reports

Executive Committee

Recommendations will be made by the various reporting committees. The rest of the report was received for
information.

Congregational Care Committee

Phil Pratt made a presentation on Everence as a resource for Classis churches. Because Everence is a
fraternal society it must distribute its assets to members of the fraternity society. The request is for the Classis
to become the member of the fraternal society to enable any participating Classis churches to be eligible to
receive grants as members of NGRC.

Recommendation made and passed that North Grand Rapids Classis become a fraternal member of Everence
for the purpose of stewardship participation by interested congregations.

Finance Committee

Recommended made and passed to approve the 2025 Minimum Salary Guidelines for Ministers.
Recommendation made and passed to vote between a four year and nine-year budget deficit reduction plan.
Motion made, supported, and passed to approve the 4-year budget deficit reduction plan.

Motion made, supported, and passed to amend the budget to designate $10,000 from reserves as matching

funds to a BOBS program to provide emergency medical care for ministers.
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Recommendation made and passed to approve the 2025 budget in accordance with the four-year deficit
reduction plan as amended.

Referred to Finance the request to develop a process for churches who are unable to make the required
covenant share a the budget year due to hardship.

Nominations Committee

Motion made, supported, and passed to elect/appoint the following:

President Nomination

Katie Musick Reynhout

Vice President Nomination

Peter TeWinkle

Executive Committee Nomination

Ralph Robrahn, At-Large; Lou Lotz, Chair Pastoral Care Committee; Steve Pierce, Chair OJB
Overtures, Judicial Business Committee
Matt Shults

Specialized Ministry Committee

Len DeBraber, Steve Luchies

Student Care Committee

Sarah Van Zetten Bruins

Delegates to General Synod 2025
Revs. Matt Shults, Anne Elzinga

Elders Richmond, The Community — Ada
Alternates Revs. Jeff Petersen (A1), Jess Shults (A2)
Elders Third (A1), Trinity (A2)

Delegates to Regional Synod 2025
Year 2.

Revs. Matt Shults, John Delger

Elders The Community — Ada, Third
Year 1

Revs. Anne Elzinga, Chris DeBlaay
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Elders Richmond, The Branch
Alternates

Revs. Doug Kiel (A1), David Veldt (A2)
Elders Trinity (A1), Resurrection (A2)

Stated Clerk Business

Announcements/Reminders

Consistorial Reports will begin in January 2025 and churches are encouraged to ensure that only funds
required by Consistorial Report Line 21 are reported. Constitutional Inquiries will be required by January 31,
2025. Annual Consistory and Elders Minutes are to be received by the Stated Clerk by January 31, 2025.

Church/Minister Retirement/Medical Benefit Verification Forms are due to the Stated Clerk by January 15,
2025.

Demission Requests — Requests for Demission were received by Rachel Bush, Aaron Wetzel, and Steve
Wolters.

Motion made, supported, and passed to grant the requests for demission by Rachel Bush, Aaron Wetzel and
Steve Wolters, effective this date without restriction ensuring a positive reception for examination should they
request reordination in the RCA.

Transfer Request — requests for transfer were received by Kaarin Granberg-Michaelson and Larry Doorn.

Motion made, supported, and passed to grant the requests to transfer memberships of retired ministers Kaarin
Granberg-Michaelson (City Classis) and Larry Doorn (Holland Classis) effective this date.

CRC Congregation and Minister Transfer Status. The stated clerk reported that as of this date 15 ministers
from the Christian Reformed Church have requested information about transferring to the RCA and NGRC.
CRC ministers are in various stages of the transfer process. The Classis has developed policies and
procedures for receiving congregations wishing to join the RCA and ministers. Ministers must be examined
and sustained by the Classis before the transfer is completed.

City Chapel Transfer. The stated clerk reported that City Chapel a church plant by the Great Lakes City
Classis has applied to NGRC to become a member of the Classis and expects to organize as a congregation
in early 2025. The Classis is beginning the reception process.

Student Care Committee

Examinations

Introduce Examiners

= History/Missions/Polity: James Earley, chairperson of Student Care Committee.

= Knowledge of and Adherence to the Constitution (the Standards and the Liturgy) of the RCA: Rob
Teitsma.

= Sacraments/Theology: Sarah Van Zetten Bruins

Introduce Candidates and Announcements Regarding Exam Protocols
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David Vandonkumburg, Calvin Theological Seminary MDiv and CRC transfers Nick and Andrea Baas
Prayer for Student and Examiners

James Earley offered a prayer for the examiners and candidate during their examinations.

History of the Reformed Church and Commitment to Its Mission and Polity

The exams were written and submitted to the Classis for review prior to the stated session.

Knowledge of and Adherence to the Constitution (the Standards and the Liturgy) of the RCA

The Nature and Administration of the Sacraments and Theology

Motion made, supported, and passed to arrest the examinations for History of the Reformed Church and
Commitment to Its Mission and Polity, Knowledge of and Adherence to the Constitution (the Standards and the
Liturgy) of the RCA, and The Nature and Administration of the Sacraments and Theology for David
Vandonkumburg, Nick Baas, and Andrea Baas.

Executive Session

Members and Delegates were informed that the Classis standard for sustaining or remanding an examination
is determined by the gathered body conducting the examinations rather than using a rigid standard set by the
Classis. As such, the Classis in its wisdom, may remand one or more exams for re-examination at a date set
by the Classis.

History of the Reformed Church and Commitment to Its Mission and Polity

Motion made, supported, and passed to sustain the examination in History of the Reformed Church and
Commitment to its Mission and Polity; for David Vandonkumburg.

Motion made, supported, and passed to sustain the examination in History of the Reformed Church and
Commitment to its Mission and Polity for Nick Baas.

Motion made, supported, and passed to sustain the examination in History of the Reformed Church and
Commitment to its Mission and Polity for Andrea Baas.

Knowledge of and Adherence to the Constitution (the Standards and the Liturgy) of the RCA

Motion made, supported, and passed to sustain the examination in Knowledge of and Adherence to the
Constitution (the Standards and the Liturgy) of the RCA for David Vandonkumburg.

Motion made, supported, and passed to sustain the examination in Knowledge of and Adherence to the
Constitution (the Standards and the Liturgy) of the RCA for Nick Baas.

Motion made, supported, and passed to sustain the examination in Knowledge of and Adherence to the
Constitution (the Standards and the Liturgy) of the RCA for Andrea Baas.Licensed Candidate

The Nature and Administration of the Sacraments and Theology

Motion made, supported, and passed to sustain the examination in The Nature and Administration of the
Scraments and Theology for David Vandonkumburg.
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Motion made, supported, and passed to sustain the examination in The Nature and Administration of the
Scraments and Theology for Nick Baas.

Motion made, supported, and passed to sustain the examination in The Nature and Administration of the
Scraments and Theology for Andrea Baas.

Motion made, supported, and passed to declare David Vandonkumburg as a licensed candidate.
Exit Executive Session

Motion made, supported, and passed to end the Executive Session. Non-delegates and guests were invited to
return to the meeting.

Reading and Signing of the Declaration for Licensed Candidates

David Vandonkumburg read and signed the declaration for licensed candidates. David has a conditional call to
the Hope Reformed Church, Sheboygan. Wisconsin. Appropriate notice of ordination will be sent to the
Classis.

Reading and Signing of the Declaration for Ministers of Word and Sacrament

Rev. Nick Baas and Rev. Andrea Baas read and signed the Declaration.

Rev. Ben Bruins offered a prayer of blessing for David, Nick, and Andrea in their ministries.
Particularia

The Stated Clerk thanked Servant’s for hosting the meeting.

Resolutions

Motion made, supported, and passed to excuse the absences of Eric Bogerd, Nancy Boote, Willa Brown,
Jennifer Holmes Curran, Jan Koopman, Jeffrey Petersen, Rebecca Stegeman Riekse, Burt VanderLaan, Dave
VanderWoude, David Veldt, Les Wiseman.

Seating of New Officers
Katie Musick-Reynhout was seated as President.
Peter TeWinkle was seated as Vice President.

Ben Bruins was recognized as Past President and thanked for his service over the past four years as Vice
President and President.

Closing

Motion made, supported, and passed to close the meeting.
Closing Prayer by Katie Musick-Reynhout.

Next Classis Meetings

Executive Committee Meetings: Third Tuesday of the Month except January, March, and September. 11:30
AM, Third Reformed Church
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February 18, 2025; The Community — Ada, Dinner 5:30 PM, session 6:30 PM
May 20, 2025; Student Exams (if needed) Third Reformed Church, no dinner, session 6:30 PM

September 16, 2025; Third Reformed if no student exams; otherwise, Trinity Reformed Church, Dinner 5:30
PM, session 6:30 PM

s ooty p—  Rrtect Dhitoma

Katie Musick-Reynhout, President Robert J Teitsma, Stated Clerk
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Classis of North Grand Rapids Meeting Minutes
Special Session—Installation of Peter Wilkinson
Oakview Community Church
October 20, 2024, 1 PM

Presiding
Katie Musick-Reynhout, President

Roll Call (completed by signature)

Revs. Sarah Van Zetten Bruins, Jessica Shults, Matt Shults, Nancy Boote, Rebecca Stegeman Riekse, Eric
Bogerd, Kate Kooyman, and Elders Jayne Dykema, Jerry DeRuiter, and Lin Cline. The following were granted
excused absences: Revs. Mara Norden, Billy Norden, Andrea Baas, Nick Baas, Steve Pierce, and elder Deb
Webster.

Participants

Rev. Ralph Robrahn preached the sermon and provided the Charge to the Congregation; Rev. Dr. Dan Gillett
provided the charge to the minister; elders Jayne Dykema and Jerry DeRuiter, Oakview.

President Musick-Reynhout led the liturgy for installation of Peter Wilkinson Jr. Elders Dykema and DeRuiter
presented the Rev. Wilkinson for installation by the Classis. After reading and signing the Declaration for
Ministers of Word and Sacrament, ministers and elders of Classis offered greetings to Rev. Wilkinson.

Rev. Wilkinson and elders administered the sacrament of Communion to the gathered body.
Closing

Rev. Wilkinson offered a benediction to the congregation.

Next Classis Meetings

Executive Committee Meetings: Third Tuesday of the Month except January, March, and September. 11:30
AM, Third Reformed Church

February 18, 2025; The Community — Ada, Dinner 5:30 PM, session 6:30 PM
May 20, 2025; Student Exams (if needed) Third Reformed Church, no dinner, session 6:30 PM

September 16, 2025; Third Reformed if no student exams; otherwise, Trinity Reformed Church, Dinner 5:30
PM, session 6:30 PM

Katie Musick-Reynhout, President Robert J. Teitsma, Stated Clerk
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Classis of North Grand Rapids Meeting Minutes
Special Session—Ordination of Lisa VanLonkhuyzen
Trinity Reformed Church
November 17, 2024, 3 PM

Presiding
Katie Musick-Reynhout, President
Roll Call (completed by signature)

Revs. Ben Bruins, Sarah Van Zetten Bruins, Chris DeBlaay, James Earley, John Delger, Anne Troost, Steve
Luchies, Kristen Meyer, Jennifer Petersen, Deb Swanson, Bruce Menning, Vicky Menning, Kearsten McCoy;
and Elders Elizabeth Rogers-Drouillard, Lin Cline, Deb Webster, Jan Koopman.

Participants
Revs. Ben Bruins, Sarah Van Zetten Bruins, James Earley; and members of Trinity Reformed Church.
Rev, Sarah Van Zetten Bruins preached the homily.

Katie Musick-Reynhout led the liturgy for ordination of Lisa VanLonkhuyzen. Rev. Van Zetten Bruins, as a
representative of the Classis Student Care Committee recommended Lisa for ordination. The liturgy for
ordination was followed by the Charge to the Minister by Rev. James Earley. After reading and signing the
Declaration for Ministers of Word and Sacrament, ministers and elders of the Classis laid hands.

Closing

Rev. VanLonkhuyze offered the benediction to the congregation.

Next Classis Meetings

Executive Committee Meetings: Third Tuesday of the Month except January, March, and September. 11:30
AM, Third Reformed Church

February 18, 2025; The Community — Ada, Dinner 5:30 PM, session 6:30 PM
May 20, 2025; Student Exams Third Reformed Church, no dinner, session 6:30 PM
September 16, 2025; Trinity Reformed Church, Dinner 5:30 PM, session 6:30 PM

Benjamin Bruins, President Robert J. Teitsma, Stated Clerk
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Classis of North Grand Rapids Meeting Minutes
Special Session—Installation of Peter Wilkinson
Oakview Community Church
November 10, 2024, 3 PM

Presiding
Katie Musick-Reynhout, President
Roll Call (completed by signature)

Revs. Steven Pierce, Sarah Bruins, Cheryl Molhoek, Billy Norden, Phil Pratt, Les Wiseman, Ralph Robran, and
Anne Troost; Elders Kristi Keil, Katie Musici-Reynhout, Deb Webster, and Lin Cline.

Participants

Revs. Steven DeVries Invocation; Jess Shults, Reader; Kevin Kleinheksel, Gospel Reader; Miriam Barnes,
Sermon and Prayer; Eric Barnes, Charge to the Minister; Ken Eriks, Charge to the Congregation; Amy
Klanderman, Intercession; Elder Burt VanderLaan, Presenter; Helen Phillips, Passing of the Peace; and Will
Shults, Scripture Lesson.

President Musick-Reynhout led the liturgy for installation of Rev. Matt Shults. Elder VanderLaan presented the
Rev. Shults for installation by the Classis. After reading and signing the Declaration for Ministers of Word and
Sacrament, ministers and elders of Classis offered greetings to Rev. Shults.

Closing

Rev. Shults offered the benediction to the congregation.

Next Classis Meetings

Executive Committee Meetings: Third Tuesday of the Month except January, March, and September. 11:30
AM, Third Reformed Church

February 18, 2025; The Community — Ada, Dinner 5:30 PM, session 6:30 PM
May 20, 2025; Exams Third Reformed Church, no dinner, session 6:30 PM
September 16, 2025; Trinity Reformed Church, Dinner 5:30 PM, session 6:30 PM

Katie Musick-Reynhout, President Robert J. Teitsma, Stated Clerk

North Grand Rapids Classis Meeting Minutes Page - 1 -
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Classis of North Grand Rapids Meeting Minutes
Special Session—Installation of Kyle Lake
Standale Reformed Church
January 12, 2025, 2 PM

Presiding
Katie Musick-Reynhout, President
Roll Call (completed by signature)

Revs. Nancy Boote, Chris DeBlaay, John Delger, Cheryl Molhoek, Jeffrey Petersen, Phil Pratt, Rebecca
Riekse, and Ralph Robrahn. Elders Lin Cline, Deb Webster Nancy Werkema, and George Werkema.

Participants

Rev. Tim Nelson preached the sermon and Rev. Jack Doorlag provided the charges to the minister and the
congregation; search team members Sierra Zylstra (Call to Worship) and Steve Weber.

President Musick-Reynhout led the liturgy for installation of Rev. Kyle Lake. Steve Weber presented the Rev.
Wilkinson for installation by the Classis. After reading and signing the Declaration for Ministers of Word and
Sacrament, ministers and elders of Classis offered greetings to Rev. Wilkinson.

Rev. Lake and elders administered the sacrament of Communion to the gathered body.
Closing

Rev. Lake offered a benediction to the congregation.

Next Classis Meetings

Executive Committee Meetings: Third Tuesday of the Month except January, March, and September. 11:30
AM, Third Reformed Church

February 18, 2025; The Community — Ada, Dinner 5:30 PM, session 6:30 PM
May 20, 2025; Student Exams Third Reformed Church, Dinner 5;45 PM, session 6:30 PM
September 16, 2025; Trinity Reformed Church, Dinner 5:30 PM, session 6:30 PM

ot W@ﬁ\ At Q) Oetoma

Katie Musick-Reynhout, President Robert J. Teitsma, Stated Clerk

North Grand Rapids Classis Meeting Minutes Page - 1 -
October 20, 2024



Classis of North Grand Rapids
1460 Banbury Drive
Grand Rapids MI 49505

statedclerk@northgr.org

Executive Committee Report
October 2024 through January 2025

The following reports on actions taken by Executive Committee since the September
2024 Stated Session. Please note that discussions on the transfer process and
examinations were very fluid. The Committee recognized that the number of transferring
ministers made a traditional examination process unworkable.

October

Decided to structure the examination process for transferring ministers that includes
examinations in standards, theology, government, discipline, history and missions which
follows:

Written questions in each examination area, with no more than seven questions
for each; and an oral examination time where transferring ministers will be asked
to introduce themselves and talk about their ministries; and an opportunity for
follow up questions from the Classis body.

November

During a lengthy discussion of the theology questions there was concern that the
guestions were too basic for experienced, ordained ministers. There was some
consideration given to just making this exam part of the oral discussion during the exam
period. It was then decided to let Ben and James consider the discussion and submit a
recommendation before the December Executive meeting.

It was also stated that these minutes should summarize why we are concerned with
the form and content of the theology exam questions. Simply, the Classis wants to
know how each incoming minister’s individual knowledge of theology and how it will
affect their membership in the RCA.

Met with Ron Radcliffe of City Chapel who gave an overview of the church plant and the
role of the oversight board. Chris DeBlaay or an elder from The Branch would be willing
to serve. The oversight board will replace members from sponsoring churches to ensure
continuity and compliance with RCA development requirements. Currently about 50
adults and up to 30 children worship.

Appointed Ben Bruins to also serve on the Oversight Board.
Transferred the membership of the Rev. Lisa VanLonkhuyzen to Muskegon Classis.
December

After a lengthy discussion the Committee settled on the following as written questions for
transferring CRC ministers.



= In your transition from the CRC what values and convictions from the CRC are
you bringing with you?

= |n your transition from the CRC what values and convictions from the CRC are
you bringing with you?

= Will you accept with us the standards of the RCA including the Belhar Confession

as historic and faithful withesses? Feel free to share any questions or
reservations you may have.

Decided that transferring ministers will read I, ,
of the Declaration individually and after the last person finishes, the entire group will
complete the reading in unison. Each will individually sign the Declaration as usual.

Government, Discipline, History and Mission topics will be discussed at a later one day
orientation meeting following the February 18 meeting and require attendance by all
newly transferred ministers.

Granted Resurrection forgiveness of its 2023 covenant shares contingent upon payment
in full of the 2024 shares.

Transferred the Rev. David Vandokkumburg to the Classis of Wisconsin.

January 2025

Approved The Branch’s request for forgiveness of $1,015 covenant shares payments in
2025. The Classis decision to adopt a four-year budget pay down to eliminate deficit
budgeting would place significant shares increase on The Branch, which is unaffordable
this year.

Recommend approval of Jennifer Petersen’s request to demit without prejudice. (Will
appear on the Stated Clerk’s Business).

Approved the transfer request from Greenwood Reformed, Kalamazoo from the
Southwest Michigan Classis and recommend ratification from the Classis at the
February 18 meeting. (Will appear on the Stated Clerk’s Business).



2024 Responses to Constitutional Inquiry

Church Received SeclA B C D E F G
Branch, The Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Central Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
City Chapel Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Community, The Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Oakview Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N
Resurrection Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Richmond Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Servant's Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Standale Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Third Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Trinity Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Church H | J K L M N
Branch, The Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Central Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
City Chapel Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Community, The Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Oakview Y Y Y Y Y Y N
Resurrection Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Richmond Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Servant's Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Standale Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Third Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Trinity Y Y Y Y Y Y Y

2/18/2025



CHANGE REPORT
Classis of North Grand Rapids
Reformed Church in America
2024

Examination for Declaration of Licensure:
David Vandonkkumburg, December 2024

Ordinations:

Kearsten McCoy, September 2024

Lisa VanLonkhuyzen, November 2024
David Vandonkkumburg, December 2024

Installations:

Kearsten McCoy, Servant's Community, September 2024
Peter Wilkinson, Oakview, October 2024

Matt Shults, Central, November 2024

Received from Other Classes:
Rev. Chris DeBlaay, Great Lakes City Classis, September 2024
Rev. Peter Wilkinson Jr., Holland Classis, October 2024

Transfers to Other Classes:

Matt Rose, Great Lakes City Classis, August 2024

Lawrence Doorn, Holland Classis, September 2024

Kaarin Granberg-Michaelson, City Classis, September 2024
Lisa VanLonkhuyzen, Muskegon Classis, November 2024
David Vandonkkumburg, Wisconsin Classis, December 2024

Received from Other Classis/Denomination:
Andrea Baas, September 2024 from the Christian Reformed Church
Nicholas Baas, September 2024 from the Christian Reformed Church

Transfers to Other Classis/Denomination:
Dissolutions:

Change in Ministerial Status within the Classis:
Anne Elzinga, Specialized to Without Charge; January 2024
Anne Elzinga, Without Charge to Specialized, March 2024

Without Charge:



Demitted:

Rachel Bush, September 2024
Aaron Wetzel, September 2024
Steve Wolters, September 2024

Retired:

Inactive:
None

Deceased:
Susan VanderWall, March 2024



Communication from Greenwood Reformed Church

December 30, 2024
Rob Tietsma, Stated Clerk, North Grand Rapids Classis
Dear Mr. Tietsma

The restructuring within the RCA is leading to many changes and challenges for the various
Classie’s and Congregations that form the Denomination. Some changes will be relatively
permanent, while others will continue to modify and develop.

As you are probably aware, the Classis of Southwest Michigan will be disbanding as of August
2025.

This requires that Greenwood Reformed Church of Kalamazoo will need to align with another
Classis. We have considered several options, and it sems that the North Grand Rapids Classis
might be the best option for us to pursue. Greenwood began as a daughter church of Bethany
Reformed Church of Kalamazoo in 1955, mainly serving as a neighborhood church. As with
many churches, over the years the membership has varied, and now post-COVID we are a
relatively small, aging congregation with 30 confessing members and another 16 adherent
members. Financially, we are in good standing with the Southwest Michigan Classis, and
sufficiently able to meet our expenses, as well as donating significantly to a number of various
missions. We currently have a part-time pastor (retired from the CRC) that began with us in
May of 2023 and serves on a contract basis.

We have a bed-ministry program that has operated for the past 10 years, using referrals from
local groups and furnishing twin beds for families that have a need. Currently we have delivered
288 beds.

In July of 2023, having received a Flourishing Churches Grant from the RCA as a starting point,
we were able to raise the additional funds needed to build and open a food pantry site. Working
in partnership with Kalamazoo Loaves and Fishes, we have provided food for almost 1700
families, representing almost 5100 individuals. KLF tells us we have become the most requested
pantry within the 12-site system.

Each year we fill and distribute roughly 120 Easter baskets to children that would otherwise go
without.

We collect various supplies as needed for the students at the neighboring Greenwood Elementary
School.



At Christmas time, we collect and distribute hats and mittens that are distributed through local
agencies.

The last Sunday of each month we collect “noisy change” which we donate to local missions.

Each quarter of the year, we donate 10% of the General Fund income to various groups, which in
the past have included Kids Alive International, World Vision, Samaritan’s Purse, Salvation
Army, Kalamazoo Gospel Mission, the Wounded Warrior Project, and others.

Other than during the COVID period, we have been able to participate several times in hosting
the National Night Out for the local neighborhood, sometimes singly, other times in conjunction
with neighboring churches.

Though small in size, we have found and continue to search for ways we can have a supportive
impact on the local community. In addition to the programs briefly mentioned above, for the
past 12 years we have provided our facility for use by Rios de Poder, a Spanish-speaking
congregation.

Our hope and goal is to align and partner with a Classis that is able to be supportive of who we
are and the programs we have developed, and is interested in and willing to have a “foot-print” in
the Kalamazoo area. We anticipate that we will face new challenges during the next few years as
our pastor will likely decide to fully retire and we will need to search for new leadership. We
also recognize the realities of an aging congregation, and we will need to adapt/change to draw
others in to become part of our church family.

With the relationship between Greenwood and the Southwest Michigan Classis drawing to a
close, the time is coming soon where we will need to have a commitment with another
Classis. There is limited time for “dating”, and this may end up looking closer to an “arranged
marriage”, but hopefully we can draw on the strengths of each other.

We would appreciate the chance to meet with someone in a leadership position within the North
Grand Rapids Classis and discuss whether we would be a compatible “fit”, the ways we can be

supportive of one another, and how to move the process forward.

Please feel free to contact any of us listed below with any questions you may have, as well as
thoughts as to the next steps to be taken in the process.

On be-half of the Greenwood Consistory,

Phil DeYoung, Clerk



January 16, 2025
To the members of the Classis of North Grand Rapids,

In the fall of 2006, Jeff and | began our time of ministry alongside Servant’s Community Church.
In 2007, | completed my seminary studies, was ordained in the Classis of Northern Michigan and
formally installed at Servant’s Community Church, beginning my time as a member of the
Classis of North Grand Rapids. When we completed our time as minsters at Servant’s, Jeff
moved into his time as Minster at Third Reformed Church and | took some time to devote
attention to our two children and determine what might be next for me.

In the fall of 2019, | enrolled in the MSW program at Western Michigan University. After two
years of study (mostly on-line due to COVID) and three years of supervised work experience, |
completed the process to be a fully licensed Clinical Master Social Worker this past May.
Throughout this lengthy process, | maintained my ordination as a minister without charge while
continuing to explore what turn my journey might take.

Over recent months, it has become increasingly clear to me that my attention and energy is best
served by investing in the world of Mental Health. While | wholeheartedly believe that, for
some, therapy and counseling is a call fulfilling the vows of ordination, | do not feel that this is
the best course for me. My work certainly feels like a calling in many of the same ways that my
work at Servant’s and with the Classis of North Grand Rapids have been. But | do not currently
feel that my work requires ordination, nor do | see a time in the near future when | will be
seeking to live out my ordination through my work in Mental Health.

| am writing today to request to demit from the Office of Minister of Word and Sacrament
within the Reformed Church in America. My intention in this request is to free my attention and
energy to fully engage in my continuing education and development as a mental health
professional.

| have great hope for the work and the future of this Classis and am grateful for the many
relationships that my years of membership here have afforded.

With grace and Peace,
Jennifer Petersen.



2024 PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE
CONSTITUTION OF THE REFORMED CHURCH IN AMERICA

The 2024 General Synod adopted the following amendments to the Constitution of the
Reformed Church in America for recommendation to the classes for their approval in
accordance with the Rules and Amendments of the Government of the Reformed Church in
America and the Disciplinary Procedures (Book of Church Order [BCO], 2023 edition, p. 77).

The Overtures and Judicial Business committee (OJB) of the North Grand Rapids Classis offers
following guidance:

1. Amendments to Preamble of the Book of Church Order (affects BCO Preamble) (EC 24-10;
MGS 2024, pp. 75-77)

e OJB recommends North Grand Rapids Classis vote YES.
o Reason: The political and social language is regrettable.

2. Revisions to the Responsibilities of the Classis (affects BCO Chapter 1, Part 11, Article 2,
Section 1) (EC 24-11; MGS 2024, p. 78)

e OJB recommends North Grand Rapids Classis vote YES.
o Reason: The word “strive” is the operative word here.

3. Explanation of Points of Doctrine (affects BCO Chapter 1, Part I, Article 2, Section 11f) (EC
24-12; MGS 2024, p. 80)

e OJB recommends North Grand Rapids Classis vote NO.
o Reason: As a mandate, Heidelberg Catechism is challenging enough for
preachers (and adequate).

4. Minister Serving as Mentor (affects BCO Chapter 1, Part II, Article 15, Section 5) (EC 24-13;
MGS 2024, p. 82)

e OJB recommends North Grand Rapids Classis vote NO.
o Reason: This is not something that should be mandated. Classis does this
anyway.

5. Preparation for Commissioning (affects BCO Chapter 1, Part 2, Article 17, Section 2) (EC 24-
14; MGS 2024, p. 83)

¢ OJB recommends North Grand Rapids Classis vote NO.
o Reason: One of our own commissioned pastors, George Werkema, trained us!
We do not need a committee to oversee this process. That, and it doesn’t really
apply to us.



6. Additional Elder Delegate to Classis (affects BCO Chapter 1, Part II, Article 3, Section 1b)
(CO 24-1; MGS 2024, p. 238-239)

¢ OJB recommends North Grand Rapids Classis vote YES.
o Reason: Simply put... it makes sense to do so.

7. Union Churches (affects BCO Chapter 1, Part 1, Article 7) (CO 24-3; MGS 2024, pp. 241-246)

e OJB recommends North Grand Rapids Classis vote YES.
o Reason: This necessary change is in response to a growing number of union
churches and the uniqueness of each union church.

8. Elder as Supervisor of Consistory (affects BCO Chapter 1, Part 11, Article 7, Section 3) (RF
24-7; MGS 2024, p. 137)

e OJB recommends North Grand Rapids Classis vote NO.
o Reason: There is too much handholding and training involved.

9. Creation of One Level of Government between the Consistory and the General Synod, and
New Form of Judicial Bodies (affects numerous sections of the BCO) (constitutional portions of
CO 24-4; MGS 2024, pp. 247-278)

¢ OJB recommends North Grand Rapids Classis vote YES.
o Reason: These changes are necessary when dissolving the regional synods. That
said, OJB has concerns about handling appeals and complaints going forward.

10. Global Amendment Replacing Classis with Middle Assembly (affects numerous sections
of the BCO)(RF 24-1; MGS 2024, pp. 111-112)

e OJB recommends North Grand Rapids Classis vote NO.

o Reason: This is unnecessary and confusing since this is an ecclesiastical word that
we’ve used for 400 years. That, and it already includes approval for the
continued use of the word “classis” in some legal documents. It seems simpler
therefore to continue to use the traditional language.



Specialized Ministry Committee Report

February 2025

Committee: Steve Luchies, Len DeBraber, Dave Velt, Cheryl Molhoek (chair)

1.

The committee met with Annalise Radcliffe and Ronnie Radcliffe of City Chapel, a
new plant church of Great Lakes City Classis, which is seeking to transition to NGR
Classis in the coming months. Ronnie is the planting pastor, and Annalise is by-
vocational, serving as the Executive Mission Pastor as well as serving as the Director
of Discipleship and Church Innovation for the RCA. Both bring a great sense of
calling and a plethora of beautiful gifts to our fellowship. Once the transfer of the
church is complete, Annalise will remain under the care and supervision of the
Specialized Ministry Committee, and Ronnie will move to the care and supervision
of the Pastoral Care Committee. (Clerk Note: He will remain as specialized until
such time as City Chapel organizes.) The meeting opened and closed with prayer,
with specific requests for guidance and access to a permanent space in the coming
months. The committee enthusiastically recommends that we approve the transfer
of Annalise and Ronnie to North Grand Rapids Classis.

The committee reviewed the Specialized Ministry Accountability Forms of those
CRC brothers and sisters who are seeking to transfer their ordination to the RCA.
(Note: presently, NGR is organized so that all pastors of non-RCA churches are
under the care and supervision of the Specialized Ministry Committee.)

We were grateful and inspired by their humility, respect, and thoughtfulness in their
responses to the questions posed on the form, and we are eager to warmly welcome
them into our fellowship. For the following people, we found the Accountability
Forms to all be in good order and recommend proceeding with their acceptance into
NGR Classis of the RCA per the guidelines outlined by the classis:

1) Amanda Benckhuyzen

)
2) Ken Bieber
3) Jay Blankespoor
4) Kelly Buist
5) Julie DeGraaf Feenstra
6) Ronald Feenstra
7) RebecaalJordan Heys
8) Tony Holmes Curran



9) Deb Koster

Steven Koster

Lisa Meyer

Matthew Postma

Adam Rodeheaver-Van Gelder
Sue Rozeboom

Nathaniel Schmidt

Chris Schoon

Ryan Schreiber

0)
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)
8)Sarah Schreiber
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

9) Kathy Smith

20) Heather Stroobosher
21)Becky Tjapkes
22)KarlVan Harn

23) Ellen Van Tongeren
24)Elizabeth Vander Haagen
25)Rhonda Workman

26) Brad Zwiers

3. The Specialize Ministry Committee will be reviewing the Accountability Forms of our

existing specialized ministers in the coming weeks. We thank everyone for their
patience and understanding as we run a bit behind in this review process.

Respectfully submitted by Cheryl Molhoek, Feb 6, 2025



STUDENT CARE COMMITTEE
North Grand Rapids Classis
February 7, 2024

STUDENT CARE COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Kate Kooyman, Sarah Van Zetten Bruines, Burt VanderLaan, James Earley

STUDENTS UNDER CARE
Nick Loubert: taken under care at last classis January 23, 2024. Currently a student at WTS.

RECENT COMMITTEE ACTIVITY
- Examined and Installed previous students under care in 2024
- Kearsten McCoy, now serving a call at Servant’'s Community Church in Grand
Rapids
- Lisa VanLonkhuyzen, now serving a call at Covenant Community in Muskegon
Heights
- David VanDokkumburg, now serving a call at Hope Church in Sheboygan, Wi
- Examined CRC Transfers Nicholas and Andrea Baas
- Interviewed Evie Dykhouse who has requested to be taken under care of the classis.
- Evie is a student at Calvin Seminary, and currently serving as an intern at The
Community Church in Ada.

REQUESTS OF EXEC:
1. Recommendation to receive Evie Dykhouse under the care of classis.

Submitted by:
James Earley
Student Care Committee Chairperson



Examination Procedures
for Christian Reformed Church Ministers Transferring
Into the Reformed Church in America and
North Grand Rapids Classis

Updated: December 17, 2024

The following document outlines the procedures for CRC ministers transferring to the RCA and
North Grand Rapids Classis. This document is intended for use only by those ministers who
have submitted a formal, written request for membership in the RCA.

Definition

Actively Serving

The BCO defines actively serving as those enrolled ministers who are actively serving as
ministers either under the jurisdiction of or with the approval of the classis.

Examinations

Actively Serving CRC Ministers

1. Transferring ministers will provide written answers to the following questions (submitted by
NGRC on a separate form) prior to the agreed upon examination date.

In transitioning between denominational homes, it would be understandable that you are
experiencing both grief and anticipation for what is to come.

a. Inyour transition from the CRC what values and convictions from the CRC are you
bringing with you?

b. Asyou consider moving forward, what are you leaving behind from the CRC?

c. Will you accept with us the standards of the RCA including the Belhar Confession as
historic and faithful witnesses? Feel free to share any questions or reservations you may
have.

2. In addition, there may be oral questions as follow-up to written responses and “getting to
know you questions” such as:

= What is your ministry experience?
=  What is giving you hope, joy, peace in the transfer process?
=  What are you grieving through this process?

=  What support might you need in the coming months?
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= How can we pray for you?

3. After reading and signing the Declaration for Ministers of Word and Sacrament at the
examination meeting newly received RCA ministers will participate in a one-day long
orientation meeting that will address the following BCO requirements for transferring
Ministers of Word and Sacrament.

a. Standards and Theology
b. Government and Discipline
c. History and Missions

4. Examination Schedule

= Exams will be conducted during regularly scheduled stated sessions the third Tuesdays
of February and September. The Classis may conduct exams during May (the usual
student exam month) as numbers dictate.

Retired Ministers (Emeriti)

1. The RCA considers retired ministers to be actively serving or not. Actively serving is defined
as performing paid or non-paid ministerial duties within the scope of a local church, e.g.,
visiting shut-in, regularly planned pulpit supply, and similar activities. Not actively serving
allows a retired minister to occasionally preach, administer the sacraments and perform
weddings with the permission of the local church, or funerals when requested.

2. Examination

= Actively Serving retired ministers will be subject to the same examination process as
parish and specialized ministers.

= Examinations are waived for retired ministers who are not and will not be actively
serving.

=  The Specialized Minister Accountability Form is not required for not actively serving.

= Note: Retired ministers not actively serving shall attend a stated session of the Classis to
read and sign the Declaration for Ministers of Word and Sacrament as required by the
Book of Church Order. Retired ministers are also required to attend a one-day
orientation session at a future date.

3. The North Grand Rapids Classis Rules of Order state that “voting rights shall be limited to
elder delegates, those enrolled ministers who are actively serving as ministers either under
the jurisdiction of or with the approval of the classis, and commissioned pastors serving
under a commission approved by the classis.” Thus, retired ministers who are not actively
serving will not have a vote on Classis matters; but actively serving retired ministers do have
the right to vote.
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Specialized Ministers

1.

2.

Specialized ministers are defined as ministers not serving as a parish minister and may
include any number of occupations. These ministers must request Specialized Minister
status by completing the Specialized Minister Accountability Form as part of the
documentation process after requesting transfer by formal letter to the Stated Clerk (these
can be emailed as an attachment).

Note: Transferring ministers may continue to serve their current CRC churches as
specialized ministers under contract and must complete the form.

Specialized ministers will take the same examinations as an actively serving minister.

Documentation

The following documents are required as part of the transfer process.

1.

A written request to transfer from the minister desiring transfer. (This can be emailed as an
attachment).

A written letter from the body now holding the minister’s credentials stating that the
transferring minister is in good standing. (This can be emailed as an attachment).

A Seminary Transcript. This can be your copy of the transcript or one from the
seminary(ies). (This can be emailed as an attachment).

Names, phone numbers, and email address of five people who are qualified to comment on
the applicant’s ministry.

Specialized Minister Accountability Form (waived for retired ministers not actively serving.)
Examination Question Answers (same as 1 above, Actively Serving CRC Ministers):

a. Inyour transition from the CRC what values and convictions from the CRC are you
bringing with you?

b. As you consider moving forward, what are you leaving behind from the CRC?

c. Will you accept with us to the standards of the RCA including the Belhar Confession as
historic and faithful witnesses? Feel free to share any questions or reservations you may
have?

Commissioned Pastors

1.

There isn’t an RCA path for receiving commissioned pastors from the CRC. The RCA has a
similar academic foundation for the role as the CRC.

Any current CRC Commissioned Pastors must follow the successful assimilation of the CRC
congregation into the RCA. Once a member of the RCA, the congregation can request that
an individual be approved as a commissioned pastor.
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3.

Any examinations will be determined by the Classis and the individual on an individual basis.

Calvin MDiv Students

1.

North Grand Rapids Classis is in a unique position where a Calvin Theological Seminary
student may wish to be ordained in the RCA due to conditions or beliefs that make
ordination in the CRC undesirable.

If the student is in the first year of Calvin Seminary it is strongly recommended to transfer to
Western Theological Seminary or New Brunswick Theological Seminary. Other seminary
options may be available through the RCA’s Ministerial Formation Certification Agency
(MFCA).

If the student remains at Calvin Seminary (due to the lack of credits transferability) the
student shall enroll in the MFCA program to pursue ordination in the RCA.

North Grand Rapids Classis and MFCA have developed special requirements for students
who are working toward or have achieved an MDiv degree. These will be reviewed with the
student prior to applying to MFCA.

MFCA agreement requires participation in Standards and Polity and History/Missions
classes through one of the two seminaries.

Classis examinations will be the standard exams required of seminary graduates by the
Book of Church Order following receipt of the Certificate of Readiness for Examination from
MFCA.

=  Competent in and committed to the Constitution (the Standards, the Government and
Disciplinary Procedures, and the Liturgy) of the Reformed Church in America;

=  Sound in doctrine;
= Sound in understanding and administration of the sacraments; and

= Knowledgeable about the history of the Reformed Church and committed to its mission.

Self-Study Resources

The following are provided as reference materials to aid your assimilation into the RCA/NGRC.
These may be used at any time and are not required prior to examination.

= RCA Church Polity Self-Led Study Module

= RCA Doctrinal Standards Self-Led Study Module

=  RCA History Self-Led Study Module

= RCA Worship Self-Led Study Module
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1eKfZPozFjfqQ90Tiz3v-oO2fmNaW0LhA/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hH0gq-MnC6b5pX0bZgCimH-ylYwAoYke/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1iuiu-A4B93eFhkOiN_1tBFPqhXrX629r/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/189WwDfGiC-GtssEPEQW5KL2E_fQWpvA2/view?usp=sharing

Assimilation of Ministers

1. North Grand Rapids Classis commits to assimilating new ministers into the Classis starting at
the beginning of the transfer process.

2. The Classis will hold a one-day orientation meeting in the future to review the examination
content that is required by the BCO (there won’t be any follow up tests of these). During
the same meeting you will have the opportunity to ask questions.

= Standards and Theology (if the newly transferred ministers want further discussion or
exploration; it presumed that the similarity between denominations has already
addressed these)

=  Government and Discipline
= History and Missions

3. This process will be required of actively serving, specialized, and retired ministers new to
the Classis.

Transfer of CRC Congregations

Transfer of congregations is a separate, more detailed process than that of transferring
ministers. The Classis has a very well-defined process for this and will be shared with ministers
and congregations desiring transfer to the RCA.
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Examination Questions for CRC Ministers of Word and Sacrament
Transferring to the RCA and North GR Classis
Report
February 2025
Diane Maodush-Pitzer

Benckhuyzen, Amanda
Bieber, Ken
Blankespoor, Jay

Buist, Kelly

Feenstra, Julie DeGraaf
Van Harn, Karl
Workman, Rhonda

Each of these individuals has fully responded to the questions presented in the classis
examination. Each of them honestly conveys their deep roots and relationships in the CRC as
well as their knowledge that in order to continue living and serving with integrity, the time has
come for them to request this movement into the RCA. For each of them it does not come easily.
It does not come without pain. None of them make this request for transfer lightly But the
request does come with a deep sense of gratefulness to the RCA for the welcome and the home
that we are able to provide.

Each one of them brings unique gifts which we are fortunate to include in our ministries to the
world so in need of God’s love.

It is my opinion that we welcome each one with open arms and abundant grace.
Sincerely,

Diane Maodush-Pitzer



Declaration for Ministers of Word and Sacrament

(This Declaration shall be made orally by the candidate in the presence of
the classis at the time of ordination or installation. The newly ordained or
installed Minister of Word and Sacrament shall then sign a book containing
the declaration.)

l, , in becoming a minister of the Word of
God in the Reformed Church in America, within the Classis of North Grand Rapids,
sincerely and gladly declare before God and with you (the preceding will be read
individually by each transferring minister) [after the last minister reads, then all
will complete the following in unison] that | believe the gospel of the grace of
God in Jesus Christ as revealed in the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New
Testaments and as expressed in the Standards of the Reformed Church in
America. | accept the Scriptures as the only rule of faith and life. | accept the
Standards as historic and faithful witnesses to the Word of God.

| promise to walk in the Spirit of Christ, in love and fellowship within the church,
seeking the things that make for unity, purity, and peace. | will submit myself to
the counsel and admonition of the classis, always ready, with gentleness and
reverence, to give an account of my understanding of the Christian faith. | will
conduct the work of the church in an orderly way and in accordance with the
Liturgy and the Book of Church Order.

Trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ for strength, | pledge my life to preach and teach
the good news of salvation in Christ, to build up and equip the church for mission
in the world, to free the enslaved, to relieve the oppressed, to comfort the
afflicted, and to walk humbly with God.

| ask God, and you His servants, to help me so to live until that glorious day when,
with joy and gratitude, we stand before our great God and King.
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